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CURIOS. 

THERE are multitudes of interesting curios to be found in 
the offices of this busy city, many men find an opportunity 
during their driven hours to pick up an antique or an in- 
teresting bit that may serve them a practical turn, and at the 
same time please the element of romance they have in their 
soul. 

There is a table in the Abbey, a medieval appearing building 
on Fulton street, Brooklyn, that is a masterpiece of labor, a re- 
markable testimonial to the skill and patience and artistic 
capacity of some one at some time, and for a considerable time, 
I should judge, from the amount of work there is on it. The 
table in question has a Florentine Mosaic top, a top that is com- 
posed of numberless pieces all set into single slab. Good, honest, 
legitimate work that took years and brains to accomplish. Per- 
haps I should reverse this order, yet in my own judgment I 
must think that it required more years than brains, handsome 
as it is. 

The work is known as Opus Alezandrium, and is said to have 
been popular in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. They had 
more time then to give to the creation of eccentricities. 

Thirty-two hundred separate and distinct pieces of wood 
enter into what may be considered the outer portion or body 
work of the table top, while the small circle in the centre con- 
tains fonr doves, in which over eight hundred pieces were used 



in addition. There is a great variety of colors in the inlay, almost 
every wood being represented. 

This table for a time filled the humble office of a free lunch 
receptacle in a saloon lower down on Fulton Avenue, where it 
was discovered by the proprietor of the Abbey, who bought it 
from its then owner for the fairly good price of |40 (considering 
it had cost the saloon man but $5 at auction), had it cleaned 
and restored to its present nearly perfect condition. 

The slab is removable, and measures four feet four inches in 
diameter. The legs are the old substantial sort, sturdy and 
strong. The reconstructing or rehabilitating process has restored 
the freshness in a measure to it, and now it has an unqualified 
sinecure, the mild admiration of many who worship old things 
and enjoy a respectable old age. 



Quarter sawed Sycamore is rapidly springing into favor for 
decorative purposes by car builders, cabinet men, &c, in many 
cases superseeding Cherry, owing to its beauty when properly 
treated, and its cheapness. Heretofore its natural beauty has 
been destroyed in many cases by staining the wood, and thus 
preventing the development of many chemical changes which 
take place and are thrown to the surface when properly treated. 
When quarter sawed, a light bodied and light colored filler fol- 
lowed by a coating of light colored shellac should be used, when 
by a natural chemical process a beautiful silver leaf is developed 
and the surface assumes a charming pink hue. 
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